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THE LEGACY CONTINUES: PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS 


The Whole Truth is the official news source for the more than 5 million members of the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., the nation’s premier Holiness - 
Pentecostal denomination. The historically acclaimed Bishop Charles Harrison Mason founded the Church Of God In Christ in 1897; and since its inception the 
predominately Black body has impacted all segments of Christendom throughout the world. The Whole Truth can trace its existence to the 1900s when the news 
journal reported on various social and spiritual issues, and the saints have embraced the publication as their official news source from that point in history. 


If you are a member in good standing with the Church Of God In Christ, but do not consider yourself a professional writer, or if you are a journalist who meets 
that same criteria, The Whole Truth’s editorial staff would like to hear from you. It would be an honor to report the latest newsworthy events concerning your 
church, district, and jurisdiction. Let your brothers and sisters in the Lord rejoice, praise, and pray with you as they read about achievements, breakthroughs, cur- 


rent events, conventions, home-going celebrations, weddings, etc. 


Please be advised that all articles, related resource information, and photos are placed in The Whole Truth’s archives and will not be returned. Additionally, the edi- 
torial staff at The Whole Truth reserves the right to reject, edit, and rewrite all submittals. 


You may send your articles, news updates, and photos to The Whole Truth, Attention: Editor-In-Chief, 2500 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38114. 


Cover Photo Cook Convention Center - Cannon Center / Jeffrey Jacobs 
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THE APOSTOLIC MISSIVE IV 


A YOUR SERVANT IN CHRIST 
stale I am confident He will fuush what He starts in You! (Phil 1:6) 


Oflice af the 


Greetings to the Beloved of Christ! 


I want to begin this year by conveying a heart-felt invocation of blessing for your life and ministry in the year of our Lord, 
Two Thousand and Fight. I pray God’s choice blessings upon every Kingdom effort you have planned this year that will bring glory 
to God, edifies the believers, and evangelizes the world. 


Our centennial celebration of 2007 was a great opportunity to reflect on our heritage and embrace our tradition of holiness 
and Pentecostal fervor. Oh, what a great out-pouring we received from the Spirit of God as His presence descended upon us as the 
Spirit descended upon Christ like a dove when John baptized him in the Jordan River. 


In writing to the Church at Philippi, the Apostle Paul highlights a glimpse of glory that is as relevant to us today as it was for 
the first century church. He says that our position in Christ and his nghteous depends upon “knowing Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” First, knowing Him and His power; secondly, 
personal acquaintance with His suffering and conformity to His death (deep humility and earnest striving would be a contemporary 
translation of conformity). It is from this verse that I want to launch the theme for 2008: MOVING INTO THE FUTURE WITH 
RESURRECTION POWER!” (PHIL 3:10). 


Given the circumstances that surround the global church and even the challenges within the Church, it ought to be said with 
as much passion as I can bring to the surface, that our future is dependent upon our willingness to plug in to the resurrection power 
of Christ. Regardless to any new initiative of the local church, district, jurisdiction, and national, we have no power that can insure 
our success and divine influence in the world that equals the power of His resurrection. This source breathes life and produces fruit 
from our labor! If your best efforts failed, in 2008, I want to encourage you to rely more on His resurrection power to produce fruit 
for your labor. For the issues of life and ministry that have seemed beyond repair, it is my earnest conviction that God 1s prepared to 
do a new thing in you and yours! 


As we launch new initiatives in the life of the Church of God in Christ, surely you know that as the day of Pentecost 
required one accord, this mandate for single-mindedness is equally valuable to the Church in the 21° Century. Our fathers and 
mothers sang a familiar tune that is applicable to us today: “Lord Make Us One, Everywhere!” 


Two Thousand and Seven (2007) brought about a completion of many things. And, if it represented for the Church of God 
in Christ, Inc. the fulfillment or completion of something, then 2008 marks a NEW BEGINNING for other things. How fitting that 
2007 is symbolic of completion, while 2008 indicates we have arrived at the portal of spiritual power that regenerates and runs deep 
for the saints to advance the cause of Christ. 


Let us take advantage of the winter of 2008 for consecration and preparedness for ministry. But, know that as we move into 
the Spring, we do so knowing the urgency to yield to the power of His resurrection; the life-source that breathes revival, revitalization, 
and renewal! 


My prayers for this year are focused on your success around the world in every venue of ministry the Lord has called you to 
undertake for the sake of the Kingdom. Let us be faithful to the words of the Apostle Paul whose words compliment our times; “that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection!” 


Your Servant in Christ! 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


The Seventh Presiding Bishop 
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You Call Yourself A Christian. 


You say that you have surrendered your 
entire life to God, and you're living in 
the Promised Land of your salvation. 


But it seems that the feeling of fulfillment was temporary-replaced by 
emptiness. Sickness has crept in where health should be. What about 
your finances? You thought you would be rich, not just living from day 
to day. Depression has become a way of life. The feeling of freedom and 
power has been replaced by bondage and fear. 


But God loves His people, and He loves you too much to let you shrivel 
up in a dungeon of depression or helplessness. In the days of the Old 
Testament, God sent men and women with the authority to deliver His 
people from oppression, even when they didn’t deserve His mercy. These 
deliverers were called “judges,” because they brought His justice and 
mercy into balance in the lives of His people. Today, you have the great- 
est Judge of all-Jesus Christ. 


G. E. Patterson challenges you to let Christ break the shackles of low 
self-esteem, poverty, and spiritual dryness off your life. Open your heart 
to His righteous judgments, and you will find His offer of forgiveness, 
grace, and new freedom! With Jesus the Deliverer on your side, 


you are the only person who can prevent your freedom. 


ISBN: 0-88368-775-5 
Retail: $12.99 


Available at the COGIC Bookstore 
285 South Main Street Memphis, TN 38103 


901-525-4004 phone - 901-525-4001 fax 


Joel Lyles, General Secretary 


6 The Election 

8 In The Steps of Our Founders 

14 The High & The Holy 

16 The Week That Was: Centennial 

20 Bishop Designate Class Installed at Centennial Consecration 
22 ASBC Commencement 

24 Happy New Year From Mother Rivers 
26 Hilton Partner with COGIC 

28 Educators & Students Enjoy Fellowship 
32 Let’s Move Forward 

34 Sunday Night Special 

36 COGIC Impact on Gospel Music 

38 Christmas in November 

40 COGIC Around the World 

42 Trustee Board Working Hard 

44 Women Celebrating 100th Year 


Presiding Bishop Blake, Ist Administrative 
assistant Bishop P.A. Brooks and Centennial Chairman, Bishop Roy 
Winbush led the march 


The Whole Truth magazine (USPS No. 780340) is published quarterly for the annual subscription rate of 
$20. Payable in advance in U.S. currency only. Published by the Church Of God In Christ, Inc., 2500 
Lamar Avenue Memphis, TN 38114. Periodical Postage rate paid at Memphis, TN. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Whole Truth Magazine, P.O. Box 2017, Memphis, TN 38101. For addi- 
tional information or to subscribe, call 901.744.0477 or write: The Whole Truth Magazine, P.O. Box 
2017, Memphis, TN 38101. 
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New Leadership Chosen 
by Talbert W. Swan, II 
Assistant General Secretary 


The Centennial Holy Convocation of the Church Of God In Christ brought a record number of dele- 
gates to the city of Memphis to participate in the election of a new presiding bishop. The Office of the 
General Secretary certified over four thousand six hundred delegates to the General Assembly through a 
registration process that was both fast and efficient. The automated process has eliminated the long lines 
and waiting time of the past. 


Nearly four thousand enthusiastic delegates cast their votes in an election to replace the late Bishop G.E. 
Patterson as Presiding Bishop of the nation’s largest Pentecostal body. Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., First 
Assistant Presiding Bishop for nearly seven years under Bishop Patterson's administration was selected 
from a pool of four candidates. In an overwhelming show of support, Bishop Blake received almost 3,000 
votes, more that a 2 to 1 margin over all other candidates combined. The other general board members 
running included: Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, Bishop Chandler D. Owens, and Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush. 
Bishop Winbush, who withdrew from the race, received 37 votes. Bishop Blake received 2,986 votes, 
Bishop Owens received 482 votes and Bishop Haynes received 241. Bishop Blake will serve out the unex- 
pired term of Bishop Patterson. 


The efficiency of the process by which delegates were certified and allowed entrance into the General 
Assembly was an excellent start of the administration of newly elected General Secretary, Bishop Designee 
Joel H. Lyles, Jr. Bishop Designee Lyles, who was selected as jurisdictional prelate of Greater Maryland 
First Jurisdiction in December 2004, will oversee the certification of delegates for the church’s quadren- 
nial elections in November 2008. 


In addition to electing a new Presiding Bishop, the General Assembly approved Bishop Blake's selection 
of Bishop P.A. Brooks as First Assistant Presiding Bishop and Bishop J.W. Macklin as Second Assistant 
Presiding Bishop. All three men will be officially installed to their respective offices during the 2008 
Leadership Conference in St. Louis, MO. Bishop Designee Lyles will also be officially installed as General 
Secretary during the proceedings. He will also be consecrated to the office of jurisdictional bishop, in 
Baltimore, MD, on March 28, 2008 by Presiding Bishop Blake. 


a : : 
Le q 
ae . a 


| 
il 
i 
i 
| 
{ | 
| | 
: | 
: i 
i | 
a 
: ; 


EC 


alle WAGIOILIS 1IKtUlifial 


Ee 
e 


ce 


an 


The election of Bishop Charles Blake as Presiding Bishop of the 
Church Of God In Christ was a watershed event in the next stage 
of our Church’s history. It is unusual when the magnitude of the 
office is filled with a person of such potential. I have always said, 
“If Charles Blake had been born white he would have been 
President of the United States.” There is no question in my mind 
that his innate gifts and cultivated talents would have propelled 
him to the foreground of American politics. He is a prototype of 
purist ambition, a distinguished orator, a prolific writer, an 
imaginative thinker and a person of immense compassion. God, 
however, preserved him for the Church Of God In Christ. 
Through this election, we theoretically, stand at an exciting time 
that offers the Church, in fact the world a fresh and genuine 


opportunity for a needed ecclesiastical contribution. 


This editorial will be my effort to illumi- 
nate the remarkable opportunity God has 
presented the Church Of God In Christ 
through this Bishop Blake 
supplanted an established but aging 


servant. 


leadership that has served our institution 
well for many years. The caliber of senior 
Prelates like Bishops Owens, Haynes, and 
Winbush are outstanding and God given. 
These gentleman are owed a debt of 
gratitude from this organization because of 
their unselfish service over the years. They 
owe the Church their continued support 
and should offer their administrative talents 
at this critical hour, as we hear what the new 
emerging leadership will propose. I suggest 
the election of Bishop Blake was so 
enormous and clarion that it demands the 
unbridled support of the other general 
board members thereby elevating the integrity and possibilities of 
the office of Presiding Bishop. This situation reminds me of 
Doris Kearns Goodwin’s mammoth work, “Team of Rivals”. In 
this Pulitzer Prize winning volume she accounts for the political 
genius of Abraham Lincoln and his cabinet during the Civil War. 
Basically, at the most difficult and critical time of this nation’s 


history, old rivals came together and saved our Union. 


As Abraham Lincoln did, so too, should Presiding Bishop 
Charles Blake embrace men who sought after the office and 


Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake 


create an awesome and rare blend of effective workers. The 
election demonstrated the Church Of God In Christ is behind 
him. If he flourish from the outset of his administration, it would 
create value and opportunities of greatness throughout the 
Church. I hope there will be a covenantal agreement forged 
among the ranks of the General Board, and that together they 
achieve the completion of the myriad of projects we have on our 
denominational agenda. I point to the past Centennial 
Celebration as evidence of what cooperation can do. Bishop G.E. 
Patterson appointed a committee headed by Bishops Winbush 
and Macklin. Bishop Blake stepped in and with sagacity and 
graciousness allowed that committee upon his review to continue. 
As a result, the Centennial was eye opening and a revelation of 
the greatness of our worldwide Church. 


There is the brick and mortar aspects as 
represented by the coming Hilton Hotel, 
the undeveloped land surrounding our 
International Headquarters, the downtown 
Memphis property, Saints College, and the 
C.H. Mason Theological Seminary that 
demands attention. There are numerous 
organizational - administrative pursuits, if 
dealt with should heighten the Church’s 
operational capacities. But of course, 
having the unfinished constitutional 
pursuits of recent years completed, and the 
codifying of our doctrinal and religious 
statues published and ready to use is very 


important. 


There is no better time than now for our 
entire General Board to make good counsel 
among themselves and propel the Church 
into a positive orbit. Couple Bishop Blake’s visionary leadership 
with the experienced support of First Assistant Presiding P.A. 
Brooks and the youthful Second Assistant Presiding Bishop, 
Bishop Jerry W. Macklin and we'll have potential untold. 
However and wherever Presiding Bishop Blake decides to lead us, 
I hope without reservation, everyone is aware of the opportunity 
the Church Of God In Christ has at the outset of our next one 
hundred years! © 
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The coprennal celebration of the Chure 


Of God In Christ commenced with the release — 

of doves into the air and the blast of trumpets 

that heralded how special the 100th Holy 
Convocation would be. Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake 

and the General Board of Bishops stood before an aggregation of 
an estimated four thousand persons, and celebrated the legacy of 
our Pentecostalism. One hundred years ago, Bishop Charles H. 
Mason gathered his fledgling band of worshipers together in 
Memphis, Tennessee. This begun the dynamic growth and pres- 
ence of the Church Of God In Christ. From 1897 - 1907, the 
Church Of God In Christ was a holiness - sanctification 
movement, but after Bishop Mason received 

the baptism of the Holy Ghost in Los Angeles, 

California, the Church has been fully 


Pentecostal. 


Bishops Roy Winbush and Jerry Macklin, 
Chairman and Co-Chairman of the celebra- 
tion saw a year’s worth of planning and metic- 
ulous work come to fruition on the brisk 
There was an unusual 
excitement in the air. Work crews had labored 
long and hard putting hundreds of chairs in 
the street. Tents, signs, actors role playing the 
pioneering saints who helped Bishop Mason 
plant the Church were all a part of the 


Tuesday morning. 


spirit charged ; and love filled amore, 
saint was given a bottle of water and i instruct 
prepare them for the march down Mason Street. Men — 
were busy driving the elderly and the physically impaired down 
the street to the chairs assembled in front of Mason Temple. At 
Mason Temple a local choir made of volunteers sang so sweetly in 
the cold morning air. The time was here, the event of celebrating 
100 years of Pentecostal legacy was about to begin. 


Mason Temple is home of the saints and there is no other place 
the Centennial Committee wanted the cele- 
bration to begin. Bishop Macklin asked last 
minute questions and told those in charge to 
begin the festivities. Assembled down the 
street were the leaders of the Church, Bishop 
Roy Winbush, Chairman of the Centennial 
called the saints together. In row after row, 
the saints lined up and Presiding Bishop 
Charles Blake took the first steps to ordain 
and commence the Centennial celebration. 


It was a magnificent site to witness hundreds, 
yes thousands of saints from around the world 
singing and praying as they march to the 
Temple. Memphis, Tennessee has witnessed a 


festivities. Dr. David Hall, chief of logistics Bishop Winbush releasing four doves number of Holy Convocations but never one 


watched the well made plans come together. 

Hall stated, “God help us pull this opening celebration off. I 
thank the pastors, Milton Hawkins, Jerry Ivery, and Orlester 
Johnson for their fine support. They provided the men and ener- 
gy to set up and break down the site. All and all, the plans the 


committee made came to fruition.” 


The saints gathered for an early morning walk from Crump 
Boulevard down Mason Street. Buses dropped loads and loads of 


such as this! Upon arrival at the steps of 
Mason Temple, the General Board took its place and the Holy 
Ghost took over. What transpired was a moment that those pres- 
ent will long remember and forever shall rehearse in their minds. 


Dr. David Hall served as master of ceremony. He opened with the 
traditional sound of the “Yes Lord” praise. @ 
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opportunity to use the return envelope and send the payment back. Many hundreds 
——ofyoufailed toreturnthe envelop, = 


The Whole Truth Magazine 
is constantly upgrading and — 
attempting to provide timely — 

and important news of the 
Church Of God {In Christ. 
~— Every saint, but especially 
credential holders, should receive 
the magazine. It only costs $20.00. 
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November 14, 2007, Memphis, TN. Amid the splendor and 
beautifully colored and highly decorated FedEx Forum, the 
Church Of God In Christ convened its Official Day Centennial 
Presiding Bishop Charles Blake stood before the 
saints prepared to offer his best preaching sacrifice. Known for 
his oratorical eloquence and preaching ability he emerged as the 
chief celebrant of the most glorious day in the history of the 
organization. 


celebration. 


The FedEx Forum was filled to capacity and people from around 
the world came to the Jerusalem of the Church Of God In Christ. 
One could only imagine what the late founder, Bishop C.H. 
Mason would have said if he had witnessed the worship. He 
stated that God promised him no building would ever hold the 
Church. He began in a little gin house in Lexington, Mississippi 
and on the 100th Official Day observance the worshiping 
attendees were located in the FedEx Forum, the Cook 
Convention Center, Mason Temple and Temple of Deliverance 


Church Of God In Christ simultaneously. The city of Memphis 


was filled with saints and everything was simply grand. 


For the first time in the history of the Church Of God In Christ 
the entire world was invited to witness the high and holy day of 


an Official Sunday. The Centennial Committee thought it would 
be beneficial to allow the largest audience possible to experience 
our celebration. Many ideas were discussed but God made a way 
that no one could have imagined. The Word Network sponsored 
the broadcast and estimated millions of persons watched and 
heard worship experiences that brings the Saints back to 
Memphis, Tennessee annually. Mr. Lewis Gibbs, President of the 
Word Network greeted the viewing audience and Elder Loren 
Mann, Television personality and local pastor from Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania hosted the event. 


Against the backdrop and the pageantry of a full orchestra and the 
one thousand member International Choir led by Drs. Iris 
Stevenson and Judith McAllister, the cameras told the story. The 
atmosphere was positively electric and the Spirit genuine. The 
Centennial Committee had unbounded energy and vision for this 
moment and the uniformly clad General Board of Bishops were 
seated in respective seats along with the Board of Bishops and 
National officials. The holy women of God were arrayed in 
official adornment which always makes a fashion statement for 
grace and sanctity. As all this unfolded, His Grace, the Presiding 
Bishop Charles E. Blake walked in to the Forum. The moment 
and the spectacle were unforgettable! 


Greetings from world known figures both secular and religious 
were received. President George Bush addressed the official day 
audience via satellite linkage. Dignitaries of local government and 
other reformations were on hand. This was one of the greatest 
hours in the life of the Church. It was tremendous and words fail 
to express the wonder of the moment! 


With his Shepherd’s Staff in hand, Presiding Bishop Blake waved 
to the assembly of Saints. The Send Judah First Praise Dancers 
were waving flags and banners to the glory of God, and heralded 
his coming. As the Presiding Bishop took his seat, God’s glory 
filled the Forum and the excitement of the moment was only 
surpassed by it religiosity. This reporter was choked up with 
godly proud feelings and emotions so deep and profound that 
tears filled my eyes and countless others. 


The order of worship moved quickly and the singing of the choir 
filled our ears and heaven seemed to come down. Sisters Dorinda 
Clark Cole and Karen Clark Sheard sang with much passion. 
Their mother, the sainted and gospel musical progenitor, Dr. 
Mattie Clark would have given her high approval. Bishops 
Winbush, J. O. Patterson, Jr., Chandler D. Owens and 
Supervisor of Women, Mother Willie Mae Rivers implemented 


the order of service. 


* 


> 


Words can not expressed the praises, the shouts of joy, and 
spiritual meaning of the worship. As God said on the event of 
creation, “It was good!” The world got a taste of true Pentecostal 
worship, so genuine, spirit filled, and healing. Those in 
attendance knew what the conclusion would be. Presiding Bishop 
Blake was scheduled to preach and all in attendance 
anticipated something great! 


Presiding Bishop Blake stood tall and noble behind the sacred 
podium. The anticipation of the Saints was palpable because the 
pressure of the moment was so impressive. The Bishop rendered 
formal greetings and classic recognition of the COGIC preaching 
moment. His text was read from the new Centennial Bible, I 
Thessalonians 2:12-14, the Scripture Bishop Mason stated 
inspired his selection of the Church Of God In Christ. He placed 
special emphasis on verse 14, “For ye, brethren became followers 
of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye 
also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as 
they have of the Jews.” He lifted up the name Church Of God In 
Christ. Bishop Blake offered the listening audience a historical 
perspective on C.H. Mason. The classic story of the babe born to 
ex-slaves in the rural South is worth retelling. It is true that 


(story continued on page 21.) 
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Memphis, TN. - Bishop Charles Blake conducted the 
greatest Holy Convocation on record, November 5, 
2007. The Saints came from literally all over the world 
to attend the centennial celebration of the Church Of 
God In Christ’s Holy Convocation. The city of Memphis 
opened it’s long arms and embraced more than 70,000 
delegates. The pinnacle event was the Sunday morning, 
November 11th, Official Day worship service. It was 
conducted simultaneously in the FedEx Forum, the Cook 
Convention Center, venerable Mason Temple, and 
Temple of Deliverance via the use of satellite linkage. 


Both the city and county Mayors, Dr. W. W. Herenton 
and A.C. Wharton threw out the welcome mat and God 
smiled upon the Saints for the entire week. The weather 


Superintendent 
Michael G. Stevenson 


Bj 
Shop Pete, Wie, 


was beautiful and it seemed the whole universe was 
applauding the consummation of one hundred years of 
faithful service the Church Of God In Christ has given 
the world in the name of Christ. 


Following the early morning opening conducted at 
Mason Temple, the large aggregate of Saints gathered at 
the Cook Convention Center and were welcomed by a 
local marching band comprised of youth. The zest and 
energy of the youth were infectious. Everyone attending 
the worship sensed how special this centennial would be. 
The prayers, the music rendered by Dr. Iris Stevenson 
and the International Choir was more spiritual and 
meaningful than ever. Second Assistant Presiding Bishop 


Philip A Brooks presided over the event. Bishop Blake, 


whom Bishop Brooks called the seventh presiding 
bishop in the line of leadership would guide us during 
our Pentecostal Centennial. He was celebrating fifty 
years of personal ministry. “He has been ordained by 
God to lead the Church Of God In Christ at this hour” 
reflected Bishop Brooks. 


Bishop Blake stood before the Saints strong, with a sense 
of character and privilege, knowing how special the 
moment was. Still, among his first expressions were a 
especially, Bishop G. E. 
Patterson. Bishop Blake informed the Saints, “I served 
Bishop G.E. Patterson loyally and faithfully. He was one 
of the greatest preachers who ever lived. We open this 
Holy Convocation to his honor and memory.” As a sign 
of respect and gratitude, Bishop Blake mentioned the 
name of Bishop G.E. Patterson every time he officially 
addressed the audience during the week of celebration. 
He was careful to praise Bishop Patterson’s widow, 


tribute to his predecessors 


Mother Louise Patterson for her courage, faithfulness 
and presence. Bishop Blake announced the morning 
manna would officially be labeled the “Bishop G.E. 


Patterson Morning Manna.” 


The pageantry of this annual Holy Convocation had 
numerous highlights and the Centennial Committee 
labored incessantly to assure the Saints would have a 
time to remember. Bishop Roy L.H. Winbush, 
Committee Chairman and Bishop Jerry W. Macklin, 
Vice Chairman, and the Centennial Committee made 
certain every related event was memorable. That initial 
worship was accented with a unique song service 
rendered by the Department of Music. The Praise Team 
provided a musical tribute to the legacy of the Church by 
singing the traditional call and response songs. These 
songs have been our musical staple and legacy for the one 
hundred years of our Pentecostal existence. From the 
very outset the praise was on! The following will be a 
taste of history as The Whole Truth offers for the record 


what some of the Centennial Convocation was like. 


Bishop Frank O. White, Financial Secretary of the 
Church, opened the centennial with the first message. 
Bishop White opened the Bible and read from 
Deuteronomy 11: 7-10. His historic text was “Looking 
Back While Going Forward.” His preaching set the stage 
for every message thereafter. Elder R. C. Weatherspoon 
preached.... Later that evening the next preacher to 


deliver the word was the “Dean of Texas Preachers’, 


Bishop A.C. Nelson. Nelson wanted to challenge the 


house with his usual endearing wit and common appeal. 
He stood before the Saints and delivered a text from 
Revelation 1:5. Bishop Nelson is famous for his unique 
delivery preached, “Are You White Washed, Brain 
Washed or Blood Washed.” He had the house! 


The following day, Bishop Bobby Henderson, renowned 
world traveler and missionary inspired the Saints during 
the G.E. Patterson Manna. Henderson, the Bishop of 
Uganda developed the manna from Exodus 33:12-17 
and Ephesians 5: 26-27. His subject was “A Glorious 
Church- Must Give Him a Glorious Praise.” And, so it 
Bishop Peter Wren of Birmingham, Alabama 
seemed amazed that he would be delivering a Centennial 


was! 


message. He is a gifted administrator and prelate but 
never imagined the committee would have tabbed him 
for such an honor. Bishop Wren comes from a family 
long committed to holiness and he shared deep insight 
about our COGIC spiritual development. His noble 
effort was from Genesis 37:5, 6-7 and 9-10. His subject 
was “We Have Come a Long Way.” 


Time has a way of bringing some people full circle. 
Bishop Roger Jones was in splendid form. Past challenges 
made his preaching sweeter than ever. He shared an 
amusing story about Bishop Mason. It seems as a young 
preacher he had a privilege of serving the Church's 
founder. Bishop Mason was retiring for the night and 
placed his shoes on a chair. The young Jones came in the 
room and put the shoes on the floor. Bishop Mason sat 
and rebuked the “Spirit of Stupidity.” Of course, this 
was surprising and disconcerting to the young Jones. 
Bishop Mason said, “My boy, I put the shoes in the chair. 
Old men can’t reach the floor!” The audience enjoyed 
the humor. Bishop Jones preached from II Corinthians 
4:1-5 and his thought was “The Ministry of the 
Church.” 


That same evening the first of many Centennial 
accolades were mentioned Centennial 
Distinguished Honors Award committee headed by Dr. 
Oliver J. Haney presented three “Distinguish Service 
Adwards. The committee was comprised of Bishop 
Benjamin Collins, Mother Edith McGrew, and Dr. 
Valda Slack. The committee presented Bishop Carlis 
Moody an award for being the longest tenured auxiliary 
leader. He has effectively served as President of the 
Missions Department since 1975. Elder James 
Whitehead was honored for writing the Young People 
Willing Worker Topic for 34 years and finally, Evangelist 


and a 
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- Missionary and Jurisdictional First Lady Mae Winbush 
was honored for forty years as a Sunday School curricu- 
lum writer. The award was a unique blue vase with an 
official statement of honor. 


Bishop D.A. Burton is a historic person and shares in the 
legacy of our Church. He is a former General Secretary 
and yet serves as Vice President of the C.H. Mason 
Seminary Board of Trustees. He indicated his experience 
in the Church Of God In Christ was the story of his life. 
He was born in 1915 and began preaching in 1926. An 
amusing situation developed during the preaching 
moment provided by Bishop Burton. He called upon 
Convention guest, Dr. John Hagee to read his scripture. 
The renowned Tele-evangelist read from the 18th 
Chapter of Luke. Bishop preached with all his strength, 
“Two Men, Two Prayers, and One Answer.” 


The following day, Pastor Otis Lockett of North 
Carolina, the National Director of Church Growth 
Conference, provided morning manna. The man was 
tremendous and insightful. He selected his text from II 
Corinthians 1:21 and Acts 1:8. Pastor Lockett 
epitomized the progressive attitude of one hungry for 
souls. He encouraged the Saints with the topic, 
“Activating the Anointing of the Holy Ghost.” The 
thought provoking message was utterly inspiring. A 
stalwart prelate, Bishop C.L. Bryant delivered his gift 
next. The noted preacher, developed his message from 
Hebrews 2:1-3. He expressed himself well and left a gift 
in the theme, “The Danger of Drifting.” 


The Parade of Nations 


Thursday night, on Missions night, one of the most 
memorable events happened. The pageantry of hundreds 
of waving flags from 45 different nations was presented. 
Saints arrayed in their native dress and presenting many 
spectrums of color and ethnicity were together praising 


God. 


For the first time, the Church Of God In Christ 
displayed the diversity and flavor of its denomination. It 
was beautiful to behold and wondrous to the soul. The 
people were Black, White, Brown, and Yellow from all 
over the globe. The worship was conducted mainly in 
English but songs were sang in five different languages. 
The evening offered two messages, Pastor Michael 
Stevenson whose theme, “When Enough is Enough.” 
from I Kings 19:4. The energetic pastor told the Saints 
how to deal with disappointments and challenges in 
ministry. Following Pastor Stevenson was the newest 
member of the General Board, Bishop Earl J. Wright. 
Bishop Wright preached immediately following the 
Parade of Nations. Even though the 
overwhelmed by the “Parade of Saints” from countries 
the world over, the bishop was undaunted by having to 
preach after an event that had never been experienced in 
the life of the Church. He cleared his strong baritone 
voice and developed his text from Matthew 5:13-16, and 
put a cap on possibly the most unique worship in the his- 
tory of our church. 


audience was 


The women were made proud by Mother Gertrude 
Young. Mother Young is one of long standing and 
endearing personalities on the distaffs side. She is known 


nae 


for her longevity and commitment to the holiness 
standard. Her years in the women’s department rank her 
among the top supervisors and she has served under most 
national supervisors. She ministered in the word from 
Colossians 2:6-7 and delivered the message, “Tap Into 
the Power Source.” 


Bishop Felton Smith preached in the Centennial year and 
stated what an honor it was. The tall and polished orator 
hammered home his thought, “An Angry Leader and a 
Hated Prophet.” Known for his ability to handle a text, 
Bishop Smith was at his best, to the glory of God. He had 
a word for those desirous of leading the people of God. 


Leadership is certainly a quality men need in their lives. 
Bishop Darrell Hines, Chairman of the Men’s Conference 
offered the men of the Church another stellar moment of 
praise, reflection, and hope. Men from around the 
country enjoyed singing, testimonies, and interaction 
with men, both young and old. Bishop Hines brought an 
excellent word from I Samuel 16:1, and his theme was, 
“When God Has Need of a Man.” The Church Of God 
In Christ is yet producing quality men. One of the 
strengths of the Church of God In Christ is its ministry 
to Men. 


Bishop Sedgwick Daniels is known for his progressive 
and clear thinking. The Centennial Committee made an 
outstanding choice with his selection. He is often taken 
for granted as an astute and cerebral individual. When he 
opened his mouth and spoke a clarion message people 
affirm, they knew he was special. Bishop Daniels used 
Mark 2: 1-6, and verse 12 to communicate his subject, 


se 


“Commissioned to Develop Ministries for Changing 
Times.” He again proved worthy and with power and 
dignity, delivered a great message. Bishop Benjamin 
Collins stood in for Georgians this year. He blessed the 
centennial audience with his brand of home spun gospel 
that is the earmark of COGIC preaching. With 
simplicity and definitely on point, Bishop Collins took 
an old favorite, Isaiah 40:28-31 and preached “Wait 
Upon the Lord.” There was a message for every person 
there and God blessed in the order of delivery. 


Finally, the Communion worship brought Bishop Isaac 
King before the Saints. On the Official Day, Presiding 
Bishop Blake preached the glory down. Then Bishop 
Jesse Ellis provided a sacrifice that will long be useful. 
God placed Bishop King in that position for such a time. 
Without pretense or anxiety, Bishop King delivered a 
holy and thought provoking message. His word was 
benefitting for the blessed communion. This communion 
worship was broadcast the world over and for the first 
time people in foreign lands and around America shared 
in the Last Supper. Presiding Bishop Blake introduced 
Bishop King as preacher of the day and Dr. Vernard 
Johnson played a rendition of “Only What You Do For 
Christ Will Last.” Bishop King a preacher for 53 years 
and 
Jurisdiction delivered the Centennial Convocation 
message from I Corinthians 11:23-29 . Bishop King took 
the subject, “It is Supper Time.” 


prelate of the Southwest Michigan Agape 


After Bishop preached the thousands in attendance 
received the Holy Communion and all who watched the 


world over were encouraged to do the same. @ 
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Jesse W. E. Denny 


Tony L. Hanna prince E. Bryant, Sr. 
Bahamas Texas 


South Central 


Dominican 
Republic 


If ever there was a special season and class of new bishops, it is 
certain the designees of the 2007 Centennial Holy Convocation 
have the honor. Seven new appointed, fresh out of the box 
candidates were consecrated in their episcopal appointments, 
Monday, November 12, 2007. His Grace, Presiding Bishop Charles 
E. Blake and the General Board performed their consecration 
during the splendor and beauty of the Holy Communion service. 


The candidates were Abraham Brown of Liberia, Africa West 
Coast, Prince Earl Bryant, Sr of Texas South Central, Jesse 
Washington Earl Denny of Dominican Republic, Alton Erivin 
Gatlin of Trinidad-Tobago, Tony Leroy Hanna of Bahamas, Jeffery 
L. Melvin of Republic of Rwanda, East Africa and Paul Watson of 
Germany. This fine class of candidates did their episcopal training 
and worked diligently to complete every appointed task prior to the 
Centennial Holy Convocation. Now the work of carrying out the 


Jeffrey L. Melvin 
Republic of Rwanda 


_ 
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Abraham Brown 


Alton Erivin Gatlin Africa West 


Trinidad-Tobago 


charge is theirs to accomplish. Each is seasoned and fully prepared 
for the task ahead. 


Bishop Isaac King, prelate of Southwest Michigan Agape 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction preached the Rhema Word. When one 
reflects over the splendor and atmosphere of the episcopal 
elevations, it is awesome to think how far the Church Of God In 
Christ has come since Bishop C.H. Mason consecrated the first 
group of bishops over 75 years ago. Bishop Mason's consecration 
efforts were to assure episcopal and titular authority be established 


across the country as blacks migrated from the South to all points 
North, East, and West. 


The centennial class of bishops will be sent to different corners of 
the world. Bishop Blake consecrated men whose destinations our 
pioneers could only viewed on a world map. The Church Of God 


In Christ is growing and preparing for its greatest mission. © 
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(story continued from page 15.) 


Bishop Mason was a special child and mission minded as a youth. 
In 1893, he acknowledged his call to preach at the Mt. Gale 
Baptist Church and his vocation. He affirmed that Bishop 
Mason was an avid student of the Word and the Scripture found 
in Matthew 1:21, Hebrews 12:14, Titus 2:11 and I Corinthians 
6:9 impacted his life. He was thoroughly convinced that 
salvation made a difference. 


Bishop Mason had an abiding belief in sanctification and by 
1895, the doctrine of sanctification was the guiding principle in 
his faith walk. He and a youthful protegee, C.P. Jones started a 
fledgling work together. The Church Of God In Christ was born 
amid the collaboration of two former Baptist ministers. Presiding 
Bishop made it clear the trip to California was God’s will for 
C.H. Mason and the world. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost was 
manifested in Bishop Mason’s life with an undeniable evidence of 
speaking in other and unknown tongues. The experience shaped 
our theology, character and image. It reminds us today the 
Church Of God In Christ believes and preaches regeneration 
with subsequent baptism in the Spirit. 


By the time of C.H. Mason’s death in 1961, hundreds and 
thousands of ardent believers were in existence. The succeeding 
Presiding Bishops proved faithful to the doctrines and disciples of 
the Church, “Bishops ©-0, Jones, Sr,)-©. Battersonpor@. 
Owens, L.H. Ford and G. E. Patterson maintained our COGIC 
flavor. During the Centennial, the Church is over six million 
strong and located in nearly sixty countries. 


We celebrate loudly our flavor of Pentecostal worship. In the 
Church Of God In Christ, whites and blacks, rich or poor, all can 
assemble together in holiness. The Bishop made it clear the 
present day world needs to hear the prophetic and powerful 
preaching of Pentecost. He reaffirmed our standard appeal for 
holiness Pentecostalism, and made all who listened understand, 
we started speaking in tongues and would continue those 
distinctive elements that made us the Pentecostal orthodoxy. His 
voice hit that high and sweet intonation that is an earmark of our 
Presiding. Bishop’s preaching style and before he sat down, he 
declared of the Church Of God In Christ, “I see you in the future 
and you look better to me.” As he took his seat the bishops of 
the Church and visitors alike congratulated him on helping all of 
us to agree about who and what will of God is for the Church Of 
God In Christ. 


The day was splendid and historic. For the entire Blake family, 
and the members of the Los Angeles Church Of God In Christ, 
this day was the greatest of Official days. They shared with the 
entire Church Of God In Christ and world their personal pastor 
and leader. Mrs. Mae Blake was radiant and beautiful as she sat 
along side of Mother Louise Patterson, former First Lady. In that 
most unique of moments, they knew fully the meaning of being 
a First Lady of the Church Of God In Christ. The baton was 
passed to Bishop Blake by an act of God and while Bishop Blake 
was delivering his message, it became apparent that God made 


choice of the Church’s next leader. 9 
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Dr. Perry C. Little, President 


As a part of the Official Day celebration of this Centennial Year 
for the Church of God In Christ, All Saints Bible College was 
proud to hold its third commencement exercises on Sunday, 
November 11, 2007 at the FedEx Forum. Being a part of the 
historic 100 year celebration was a distinctly honored ceremony 
that will be long remembered and cherished by the graduating 
Class of 2007, as well as delegates from all parts of the world who 


witnessed this momentous event. 


The President, Dr. Perry C. Little was introduced by Bishop 
Malcolm Coby, Chairman of All Saints Bible College Board of 
Directors and likened as a Captain who has steered the vessel, 
S S All Saints Bible College, safely through troubled waters, steered 
carefully through unchartered waters, and steered faithfully to its 
destination. Our Captain is described as an observant, sensitive, 
and distinguished leader who has already successfully steered ASBC 
to the applicant status with the Association of Higher Biblical 


Education and will prayerfully steer us to full accreditation. 


Dr. Little began with an offering of thanksgiving to God for 
this third commencement exercise of ASBC and prayer request 
that the Lord will continue to bless us as he leads us to higher 
heights and deeper depths. President Little reminded the congre- 
gation that this is the Church Of God In Christ where we have 


I Saints Bible College Commencement Address 


commencement exercises that are spirit filled and spirit packed, so 


to think it not strange if he felt his anointing before he sat down 
because this is a holy church, a sanctified place, a hand clapping, 
foot stomping, tongue speaking, Pentecostal, Church Of God In 
Christ. Also, as in the words of the Late Bishop J. O. Patterson, 
Sr. he admonished the audience to “get your learning, but don't 
loose your burning” and shared his testimony that “before I ever 
got any theological learning, I got a burning down at the altar 
when the Lord saved and sanctified me and filled me with the Holy 
Ghost.” 


The scripture text for the commencement address “Continue to 


Say Yes, and Be Blessed” was taken from Genesis 12:1-4 


Now the LORD said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country and from thy 
kindred... 
and I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing...and 


unto a land that I will shew thee... will make of thee a great nation 


Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. 


Abraham departed from his home country and followed the Lord 
to a place where the Lord would lead him; not knowing where he 
would go, Abraham simply walked with God by faith. The Bible 


lets us know that there were other individuals who walked with 


God by Faith: Enoch and Noah. However, as stated by the 
Danish philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, Abraham was the first 
individual to make that leap of faith when God spoke to him at the 
age of 75 instructing him to leave his home country and follow 
him. Faith as defined by William James is a belief in the absurd. 
It is when everything rationally possible tells you that it would be 
absurd to make such a decision, that’s faith. Faith is when you go 
against what seems rational and acquire a belief that you can do 
something in spite of the circumstances. In our text, Abraham, at 
the age of 75 stepped out and made that leap of faith when he left 
his country walking by faith to a place where the Lord was leading 
him. And such was the case for many of our graduates today. 
Many of you have taken that leap of faith when you answered the 
call of God upon your life; you stepped out by faith to do what 
God was calling you to do. You made the leap of faith when you 
came to ASBC. Probably people told you it would be absurd to do 
so, yet you came to ASBC out of a faith and belief that God was 
telling you what to do. Many of us have made that leap of faith 
when we walk with God by faith, hearing the words of God that | 
will bless you, and I will bless your seed. So, regardless of how long 
you have to wait, God will fulfill the promises he has made for 


your life. 


The question then was asked, why are the Jews God’s chosen 
people? It is because the Jews chose God and said Yes. God in his 
search for a chosen people went to every nation on the face of the 
earth, carrying his Book, the Law, the Ten Commandments, the 
Torah. To each group, the Moabites, Perrizites, Canaanites, and 
the Jews he asked each if they were willing to accept his book, to 
obey his law, and become his chosen people. They all had reasons 
why they could not accept the book and obey the laws except for 
the Jews who accepted the book, without questioning the contents 
of the book, asking for examples, or offering any excuses. The Jews 


simply said YES! 


God revealed himself in the New Testament as Jesus Christ who 
redeemed humanity from sin then said to the disciples, I am going 
back to my father, but I will leave the Holy Ghost with you and he 
shall comfort you, he shall lead you, he shall guide you and direct 
you into all truths. God sent Jesus who suffered and died and 
ascended back to heaven. But, before he died he called his disciples 
together and instructed them to go and tarry until they received 
the power from on high, the gift of the Holy Ghost. So from that 
day, on the day of Pentecost when God poured out his Spirit upon 
all flesh until this day, God has continued to pour out his Spirit 
upon the church. Consequently, a little over 100 years ago God 
wanted to wake up the church and he went to the mother church, 


the Catholic church and asked, are you ready to once again 


re-embrace the Pentecostal experience and their response was that 
they have embraced a sacramental style of worship that does not 
open itself to a free flowing move of the Spirit. The same question 
was asked to the Baptist and the Methodists who were not yet 


ready to yield to a free flowing move of the Spirit. 


But God found one under the name of Charles Harrison Mason 
who readily responded YES to open himself to the move of God’s 
spirit, YES to the call to preach holiness, YES to the call to preach 
sanctification and the baptism of the Holy Ghost. And, although 
everyone is embracing it now, we are blessed because Bishop 
Mason said “Yes”. Likewise, Dr. Little challenged the graduates to 
keep saying yes to the Lord, keep saying yes to holiness, keep 
saying yes to sanctification, keep saying yes to the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, Keep Saying Yes and Be Blessed of the Lord. At the 
close of the commencement address Sharon Jackson gave a 
befitting rendition of our well known Church Of God In Christ 
anthem, YES LORD! 


Dr. Granville Scruggs, Academic Dean, presented the 
candidates for certificates and degrees and Bishop Charles Brown 
conferred the degrees upon the Centennial Graduation Class of 
2007. The candidates for the Certificate of Biblical Studies were: 
Joseph Bell, Candace Bolden, Virgila Frazier, Marquette 
Generrette, Willa Granderson, Anita Hoskins, Rufus Jefferson, 
Helen McClain, Searvy Strong, James Sturdivant, Eric Walker, 
Mark Walker, James Watkins, III and Timothy Woods. Candidates 
receiving an Associate Degree in Religious Studies were: Almedia 
Burgess, Jerry L. Green, Otis Tidwell, Willie Frank Jackson, Jr. and 
Shelia Sturdivant. Candidates receiving Bachelor Degrees in 
Religious Studies were: Amelia Elois Jackson summa cum laude, 
Annette Kinnard summa cum laude, and Keith L. Martin magna 
cum laude. © 


Other participants during the commencement 
exercises were: 


Derrick Jackson Musician 
Dr. David Halll, Sr. 


Supt. Hurley Coleman 


Facilitator 


Invocation 


Elder Larry Kendrick 
Ms. Sharon Jackson 
Dr. Goldie F. Wells 
Mrs. Dorcas P. Hill 
Bishop Malcolm Coby 
Dr. Perry Little 

Dr. Granville Scruggs 


ament Address 
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Bishop Charles Brown 


Dr. Maurice Chandler 


(story continued on page 50.) 
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Happy New Year and Greetings trom sss 
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It is my prayer that each of you have a wonderful year in 2008. 


In the year 2007, we visited many jurisdictions including the country of Brazil. During my 10th anniversary, the 
Department of Women of the Church Of God In Christ held an outstanding Women’s Convention in Orlando, Florida. 
The Jurisdictional Supervisors and National Unitand Auxiliary Leaders gave a good report of you taking the seeds plant- 
ed during this time back home and nurturing and watering them so that the work of the women will continue to grow 
by leaps and bounds. During our 100th Year Centennial Celebration you showed up in large numbers and my heart 
was glad to see you greeting one another and working together as a team. You have made me extremely proud to 


serve YOU. 


We will miss those who have been promoted to heaven but will carry on with strength:and courage until He says well 


done. 


Each new year fills us with high expectancy. with the anticipation of a new beginning. As.we enter each year there 
are new milestones to set, new goals to achieve, and vistas to reach. Prepare your minds to be blessed through a 
wonderful Women’s Convention being held in Kansas City. | want to urge each of you to be a Red Card delegate 
and assist the work of the church in this way. We have been working prayerfully and fervently to make every accom- 
modation as comfortable as possible so that you can avail yourself to each workshop and Holy Ghost filled service. 


Ladies, in 2008 if you have received Jesus Christ and the Baptism of the Holy Ghost, you have what the world needs. 
Your life is a witness everywhere you go and you must be. fed...Therefore, | cannot stress enough the importance of you 
following the leadership of your pastors in your local churches. Whether you are a national evangelist on fire with the 
evangelistic message, a local missionary or Bible teacher be found at your weekly pastoral teaching services. Be a 
supporter of your local Sunday School, Prayer and Bible Band. Please keep your Tuesday and Friday fast days. Be loyal 
to your local, district, and jurisdictions with your attendance and finances. 


It is my prayer that you will prosper and be in health in 2008 and in the years to come. Be faithful. The Lord is at hand. 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers, General Supervisor 
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Though Bishop G.E. Patterson is resting in his grave, the vision 
and hope he had for the Church Of God In Christ to become a 
major player in the downtown Memphis development took a 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake committed 
himself to the groundbreaking for the new Hilton Hotel in 


major step. 


Memphis. The groundbreaking was one of many highlights of 
the past Centennial Holy Convocation. Bishop Nathaniel Wells, 


Bishop W.W. Hamilton, Bishop Roy Winbush and Bishop 


Charles Ford combined as a development feo FR MARR RLY 
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committee to assure the Church made a 
profitable and economically sound invest- 
“The deal with Hilton took a lot of 
arduous negotiations and faith,” Bishop 
Nathaniel Wells informed The Whole 
Truth Magazine. Bishop Wells indicated 
that Bishops Hamilton and Ford were 
diligent all along the way and together 


ment. 


their hard work has brought a new era to 
the Church Of God In Christ. “Bishop 
Roy Winbush completed the committee of Bishop W.W. 
Hamilton after he fell ill, This was a total team effort, and the 
credit is owed the late G.E. Patterson” stated Bishop Wells. 


For the record, Mr. Sid Saleson of Chicago, Illinois is chief 
developer and the project obtained financing from M&L Bank of 
Memphis, Tennessee. Against the backdrop of Memphis’ surging 
downtown development the new hotel will be an important 
addition. When completed there will stand erected a 17 million 
dollar building, having 118 rooms. There will be seven suites 
and a unique feature to our Hilton Gardens Hotel with several 


meeting rooms and banquet rooms for the patrons and 
community usage. 


Mr. Saleson is a quiet giant in the hotel development industry. 
He has projects around the country. He has opened the way for 
some major partnerships that have flourished. The development 
committee is sure our hotel will do the same. Hilton is a major 
and iconic brand name in the industry and the Church Of God 
In Christ will join the major players with 


our first massive commercial effort. 
At the groundbreaking, Mrs. Louise 
Patterson attended and gave beautiful and 
encouraging remarks. She commented how 
Bishop G.E. Patterson was committed to 
development of the downtown properties. 
Bishop G.E. Patterson worked tirelessly to 
benefit the Church and the vision he had 
will continue to influence the Church Of 


God In Christ in the future. 


What a proud moment! Presiding Bishop Blake has promised a 
progressive and innovative approach to his administration. 
Bishop Blake congratulated the team of bishops who diligently 
labored to bring the project to the point of breaking ground. 
The hotel will be name in honor of Bishop G.E. Patterson and 
also feature a plaza named for the late Bishop J.O. Patterson, Sr. 
Soon downtown Memphis will have a landmark announcing a 
new era of future expansion. @ 
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On Friday, November 9th of the 100th Year Holy Convocation, 
the units of the Church Of God In Christ Education Department 
enjoyed wonderful fellowship and fine dining at their Annual 
Luncheon, held again this year at the beautiful Peabody Hotel. 
Dr. Quintin L. Robertson did an excellent job moving the 
festivities along as the Master of Ceremony. After the invocation 
and scripture reading, awards were presented to deserving 
students and academicians. The 2007 All Saints Bible College 
Outstanding Student Award was presented to John Wheeler, the 
great grandson of Bishop C.H. Mason. Dr. Harold Bennett 
presented Miss Jessica Wiley the C.H. Mason Theological 
Seminary Outstanding Student Award. One of the church’s 
notable thinkers, Dr. Frederick Ware, received the award for 
Outstanding Scholar. For their continual training efforts, the 
Outstanding Jurisdictional Awards were presented to the 
following Jurisdictions: 


Arkansas First, California Valley, Greater North 
Carolina, Illinois Seventh, Indiana First, Indiana 
second, Indiana Fourth, Nevada, Southern Georgia 
second, Southeast Oklahoma 


The keynote speaker was Dr. Adrienne Israel (Ph.D., Johns 
Hopkins University), Associate Professor of History and 
Intercultural Studies at Guilford College in North Carolina, who 
inspired attendees as she read and expounded upon excerpts from 
her latest work: Amanda Berry-Smith: From Washerwoman to 
Evangelist. Dr. Israel states that Amanda Berry-Smith a former 
slave with less than a year of formal education, rose to become 
one of the nineteenth century’s most important and successful 
Christian evangelists. She is reported to have preached to at least 


30,000 people in the 1800’s about living a sanctified and holly life. 
A longtime COGIC member, Dr. Israel stated that Berry-Smith 
is important to Church Of God In Christ history given the 
documentation that Bishop C.H. Mason was tremendously 
influenced by the message of holiness she delivered prior to the 
formation of the Church Of God In Christ. Dr. Alonzo Johnson, 
former COGIC Commissioner of Education presented a 
stimulating and spirited response to Dr. Israel’s address. 


The group acknowledged the loss of Dr. Bobby Bean, author of 
This is the Church of God in Christ and instructor of COGIC 
History and Polity at Mason Theological Seminary, who has been 
promoted to kingdom living. Dr. Robertson also mentioned that 
a new book just published by the 2006 keynote speaker, Dr. 
Anthea Butler, “Women in the Church Of God In Christ Making 
a Sanctified World,” was available adding that there is a 
proliferation of research and writing focused on the Church Of 
God In Christ. To that end, an announcement by Dr. David 
Hall, CEO of the COGIC Publishing House, concerning the 
publishing house website (cogicpubhouse.org) was received 
warmly. “We are designing a link so the work through books and 
other products of all our fine COGIC authors will be available,” 
he said. 


The units which comprise this important entity are Saints 
Academy (Bishop Donnie Lindsey), C.H. Mason Jurisdictional 
Institutes (Dr. Goldie Wells), All Saints Bible College (Dr. Perry 
Little), C.H. Mason Theological Seminary (Dr. Harold Bennett), 
COGIC Scholars (Elder Raynard Smith), COGIC Foundation 
(Dr. Ailean Stingley) and C.H. Mason Historical Society (Elder 
Novell Woolfolk). © 
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Sunday 


2500 Lamar Ave. 
Memphis, TN 38114 


Be empowered wit! 
understanding of the COGIC Distincti e 


Enjoy daily insight into COGIC Essentials 


with 52 weeks of Daily Scripture Passages 


Personalize the cover of your Centennial 
Bible with the name of your church, 
jurisdiction or ministry. 


Send To: | COGIC Centennial Bible 
P.O. Box 22 
Memphis, TN 38101 
Call 1-800-947-9350 


COGIC Centennial Bible - $44.95 (each) 
In Case Lots (24 Bibles per Case) The cost is $39.95 ($958.80 per case) and includes personalization of your 
Church, Jurisdiction, or Ministry name engraved on each Bible. 


To reserve your Centennial Bibles, please enclose a $10.00 reservation fee (credited to your order) and check the 
appropriate box below. (Orders can be adjusted through April 1, 2007) 


L] 1 Case (24 Bibles) [| 2 Case (48 Bibles) [| 3 Case (72 Bibles) [| 4 Case (96 Bibles) 


|| 5 Case (120 Bibles) [| 6 Case (144 Bibles) [|] 7 Case (168 Bibles) [|] 8 Case (192 Bibles) 


L] Check Here to reserve a single Centennial Bible - No Money Requried 


Order Form 

Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 

PO Box 22 « Memphis, TN 38101 

Phone (800) 947-9350 Fax (901) 947-3607 * www.cogiccentennial.org 


Order Date: 


Contact Name: 


Mailing Address: 


City: 


Contact Phone: __ 


BIB-DP-001 *CENTENNIAL BIBLES (DEPOSIT ONLY) $10.00 


DVD-PK-001A CENTENNIAL DVDS PACKS (4CT) $100.00 


4. 


DVD-EA-001 CENTENNIAL DVD (EA) | $30.00 


fo 


CAL-EA-001 2007 CENTENNIAL CALENDAR (EA) $12.00 


CAL-PK-001A 2007 CENTENNIAL CALENDARS PACKS (5CT) $40.00 


CAL-CS-001B 2007 CENTENNIAL CALENDARS CASE (80CT) | $640.00 


4 


CAL-EA-002 2006 COGIC CALENDARS (EA) | $5.00 


CAL-EA-003 2005 COGIC CALENDARS (EA) $5.00 


SUBTOTAL 


“SHIPPING & HANDLING 


GRAND TOTAL 


**SHIPPING & HANDLING COST CALCULATOR 
SHIPPING/HANDLING SUBTOTAL 
| §30001 = $400.00 
$12.01 : $30.00 $400.01 $500.00 
$500.01 -___ $600.00 
$50.01 - $100.00 $600.01 = $700.00 
lita Ce 
$200.01 —- $300.00 $1,000.01 $2,000.00 $121.00 


ALL ORDERS MUST BE PAID IN FULL PRIOR TO SHIPPING 


Method of Payment: — [| Money Order [_| Check [_] AMEX [_] DISCOVER _] VISA [_] MASTERCARD 


Card Number: Exp. Date: 


Authorized Signature: ie Et ae epee Mit eet . 
Make checks payable: COGIC Projects * PO Box 22 * Memphis, TN 38101 
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April 1, 2003 at 7:00 PM Pacific Standard Time, I received a call 
from Bishop G. E. Patterson’s office. My first response was 
disbelief, after all it was April Fool’s day, but when the clearly 
identifiable voice of Bishop Patterson came through my 
telephone, I quickly knew it was a “God Moment”. This was our 
Presiding Bishop asking me to serve along with the team he had 
selected to be the board of directors of COGIC Charities. It was 
an honor and privilege to be asked to serve the Church through 
the newly organized benevolence ministry COGIC Charities. 


It was clear to me that Bishop Patterson had a glimpse of the 
future when he expressed his vision about being prepared to 
provide aide for victims of natural disasters. This certainly was 
prudent because it wasn't long after that, the city of Memphis 
experienced a storm that caused many to have their water supply 
diminished. COGIC Charities responded by delivering water to 
many families in the Memphis area. It was befitting for COGIC 
Charities to make its presence known to the very community in 
which it was established. The Memphis nightly TV news showed 
the people giving their heart-felt gratitude to the Church Of God 


In Christ for helping them in their time of extreme need. 


The Memphis storm was a precursor of what was to come. In 
December 2004, the Tsunami got the world’s attention by 
unleashing a tremendous force of energy equivalent to 23,000 
Hiroshima-type atomic bombs. In its wake, it left more than 
200,000 people dead from a dozen coastal Indian Ocean 


countries. Due to the devastation, the coastal fishing industry 
was particularly hit hard, inflicting losses of more than half a 
billion dollars with over 111,000 vessels destroyed. There was an 
overwhelming response from philanthropic communities to 
provide aide to those countries on the continents of India and 
Asia. However, it was proposed by Bishop Blake and Bishop G. 
E. Patterson that the COGIC Charities should direct their aide 
to the continent of Africa. COGIC Charities took action on 
August 3, 2005 and presented $150,000.00 dollars to the United 
Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO) and 
$100,000.00 dollars to the Horn Relief Organization working in 
Somalia. The Church Of God In Christ took the lead in helping 
improve the quality of life of the victims by restoring damaged 
roads and providing help to the fishing industries on the east 
African coast. 


Not long after the Tsunami destruction, there were two of the 
most destructive hurricanes that mauled the North American 
continent: Hurricanes Rita and Katrina of 2005. America Second 
Harvest Food network reported that the destruction caused by 
Hurricane Katrina, followed closely by Hurricane Rita, was 
unlike anything this country has seen. More than one thousand 
people lost their lives and thousands of people lost their homes, 
possessions, and livelihoods. According to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 45 States and the District of 
Columbia received Presidential emergency declarations, becoming 
the most declarations made for a single disaster in FEMA’s 


history. The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that 900,000 
people ages 16 and older were forced to relocate immediately 
following Katrina. An unprecedented outpouring of assistance 
came in from every level of private and public charities. Thanks 
to the support of its members, COGIC Charities was also able to 
respond. 


These disasters incited a flame of human compassion that put 
away any doubt that the Church did not care. Even though 
COGIC Charities was not financially in a position to help 
everyone that was in need, the organization aided and restored 
lives of many victims, not only through financial support but also 


by preserving the dignity of those that had suffered so much. 


These events came during COGIC Charities’ structuring and 
development. The board had recently been formed and the 
organizational structure was not clearly defined. Very little money 
was available in the treasure, yet, COGIC Charities and the 
Church Of God In Christ family responded as a mother would 


respond when she sees her child in danger. She does not think of 


her limitations, she only knows she must do something to save 
her child. These crises demanded immediate action from COGIC 
Charities. Like a mother, COGIC Charities rushed in with the 
same passion letting the world know the Church Of God In 


Christ cares. 


Since COGIC Charities inception, the annual banquet has been 
its primary fundraiser, establishing money for educational 


scholarships and operational costs. This year, over 800 attended 
this gala event paying $200 dollars per ticket. Coupled with 
corporate and member sponsorship the banquet was successfully 
responsible for raising over $200,000.00 dollars. 


The Board of Directors recognized the remarkable contributions 
from: AT&T $20,000.00; CMDA $20,000.00; Tri-State Bank 
$15,000.00; Hyde Family Foundation $5,000.00; Church 
Insurance Partnership Agency $10,000.00 and Ready Healthcare 
Services $10,000.00. 


Others gave at various sponsorship levels, such as our Presiding 
Bishop Charles Blake, Mother Willie Mae Rivers, Mother 
Gertrude Young, Mother Louise Patterson, Bishop Charles 
Brown, and many others. A special thanks goes out to each 
person who contributed money and their service to make this one 
of the most successful banquets of its kind in the country. 


As a result of the hard work of Sister Sylvia Law, over $100,000 
in educational scholarships were awarded during the banquet 
making it the largest give-away of scholarships in COGIC’s 
history. COGIC Charities will continue to invest in the future of 
our youth and our church by making educational scholarships a 


top priority. 


Now moving forward, the Board of Directors met during the 
centennial celebration to review funding requests for programs 
that alleviate suffering. The following five objectives were 
reviewed: 
development. Out of the five areas, three programs were approved 


by the board to be funded. 


health, shelter, food, education and economic 


1. Diana Milner, Executive Director for Save the Africa’s Children 
was granted $50,000.00 to help with technology to improve 
the coordination and communication between grantees 
and the people it serves mitigating the impact of HIV/AIDS 
and poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa. 


2. Supervisor Heridleen Russell was granted $42,000.00 for a 
health education and medical program that will serve over 
3,000 women in Uganda, East Africa. This funding for years 
2008 and 2009 will add more professional medical staff from 
the United State to assist in AIDS awareness. 


3. Elder Brandon Porter was granted $15,000.00 to help buy 
food and clothing for distribution to homeless Memphis citi- 
zens during the “Christmas in November”. 


As Executive Director, under the great leadership of Bishop 
Charles Blake and the Board of Directors, I plan to continue to 
look to God and my leadership for guidance as COGIC Charities 
continues to work together to support and develop strategies to 
fulfill COGIC Charities’ mission. By assisting in areas we believe 
are critical to human existence and helping to give people quality 
of life, we plan to see God bless this ministry and continue to 
expand its borders financially and globally. COGIC Charities 
certainly looks better in the future because we have learned so 
much in these past years. Thanks to all the Church Of God In 
Christ members for their unselfish support because of you we are 
showing the world we really care. God bless. @ 
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Sunday night the Holy convocation is normally winding down. 
The Centennial celebration brought a son back home to deliver 
the Word of God. Bishop J. Delano Ellis of Cleveland, Ohio was 
scheduled to preach and he certainly did. Bishop Ellis organized 
and developed the first adjutants Corp and is the presiding 
officer of Pentecostal Church Of Christ. Presiding Bishop 
Charles Blake said, “the name of Bishop Jesse Delano Ellis is 
written across the face of the Church Of God In Christ.” 


Bishop Ellis was his normal spirited and humorous self. He 
delighted the house when he said he would preach from his new 
Centennial Bible. He read from Hebrews 10: 11-13 and his 
message was “But This Man Sit Down.” He recounted the 
privilege and life he had in the Church Of God In Christ. 
Bishop Ellis left the Church to take advantage of a calling. He 
said, “I was often rebuked and many times fired but always back 
in time for the Holy Convocation.” He went on to preach until 
the entire Convocation audience was responding with fervent 
witness. 


The night was earmarked with the giving of distinguished 
service awards. The Centennial Committee chaired by Dr. Oliver 
J. Haney, Superintendent James Whitehead, Bishop Benjamin 


Collins, Mother Edith McGrew and Dr. Valda Slack offered the 
Presiding Bishop a list of persons for recognition. Honored that 
evening was Bishop Dewit A. Burton, and veteran pastor. Elder 
E.E. Savage of Little Rock, Arkansas for serving as pastor for 60 
years. The committee cited two long serving district missionaries, 
Missionary Rosa Burks of St. Louis, Missouri and Missionary 
Ruth Turner, both of whom had more than 30 years of service. 
An award for being the Church’s number one Christian Educator 
was Dr. Oliver J. Haney, former Dean of Mason Theological 
Seminary and Interim President of the Interdenominational 


Theological Center. 


The two highest Centennial Awards were presented to Dr. 
Haney for most distinguished service. The late Presiding Bishop 
G.E. Patterson was cited for his years as an international 
Tele-evangelist. Bishop Charles Blake was cited for his 
international work with children in Africa. He is noted as our 
clergy that serves a congregation of more than 24,000 members. 
He has budget of 18 million dollars annually, and over 200 full 
time employees. 


All the honors are merited and directly relate to how God has blessed 
the Church Of God In Christ over this 100 years of ministry. @ 


DRUGPLACE PHARMACY IS PROUD TO SPONSOR THE. | 
~ COMMUNITY HEALTH INITIATIVE. : 


Delivering a cost-effective solution to wellness right to your front door. ) 
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By Liz A. Wornack - freelance writer for Jet Magazine and 
founder/president of LA W Inspiration Enterprises, 
www. lawinspirations. corn, 
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It may have taken 100 years, but the Church Of God In Christ 
has produced pioneering artists who have made an enduring 
impact on gospel music that is still felt today. Among gospel 
music trailblazers birthed in COGIC are the late Dr. Mattie 
Moss Clark, COGIC Music Department Head for 25 years, 
Andre Crouch, The Edwin Hawkins Singers, The Winans, The 


Legendary Clark Sisters, and Donnie McClurkin to name a few. 


The COGIC’s Centennial Celebration and Holy Convocation 
gave pause to present in concert some of today’s successful song 
and music talents. The Centennial con- 
cert kicked off on Friday night and 
rolled well into the early morning hours 
of Saturday, featured rousing and 
anointed performances that tightly held 
the attention and delight of the Saints. 
Singers included: Kim Burrell, Vanessa 
Bell Armstrong, Marvin Winans, 
Maurette Brown Clark, Marvin Sapp, 
Richard “Mr. Clean’ White, Beverly 
Crawford, Myron Butler and Levi, John 
P Kee, McClurkin, the 
Legendary Clark Sisters, and James Hall 


& Worship and Praise. 


Donnie 


Gospel singer Dorinda Clark Cole of the 
Legendary Clark Sisters and Vanessa Bell 


probably say ‘break from the politics, and come back to the 
foundation of prayer.’ And he would probably say, ‘I birthed it 
(COGIC), and it will be here until I come back for it.” 


Twinkie Clark on her mother, late Dr. Mattie Moss Clark: “She 
was such a gift and an anointed woman who influenced so many 
artists with her money, selflessness and desire to expose talent. 
She would say that God has replenished the church. The church 
has gone to a whole new level - two levels up and continues to 


expand throughout the world. I think she would smile.” 


Jacky Clark Chisolm on _ gospel 
singing today and the Clark Sisters’ 
endurance: “Some of the music today 
is not Christ-oriented, but is more 
inspirational as opposed to being 
anointed. If the song doesn’t have a 
message that destroys yokes, then 
there is not a message in the music. 
The reason why God has blessed us 
(Clark Sisters) with longevity is not 
because we are such good singers, or 
because we look good. It’s because of 
the anointing that God has placed on 


. » 
our lives. 


Armstrong performed during COGIC's 


In the midst of the musical extravaganza 
some of the artists offered reflections on 
gospel music today vs. yesterday and how pioneers of the past 


would view the position and direction of today’s gospel song 


styles. 


Dorinda Clark Cole on her mother, the late Dr. Mattie Moss 
Clark: “She would definitely be proud of the things we are doing 
now. She was very strict, but she would adapt to change. Tonight 
is a night we will never forget. Some of those that were on the 
platform with my mother will perform tonight. It is a blessing to 


be a part of the church now because it is going somewhere.” 


Donnie McClurkin on what God would say about COGIC 
yesterday and today: “He would say, ‘stay the original course that 


I gave to my son Charles Harrison Mason.’ And he would 


Centennial Celebration in Memphis, TN. 


the 


“Many of us are here tonight to say 


John P. Kee on COGIC 
Centennial’s significance: 
‘thank you.’ This marked the beginning of who we are as a 


church body. God has really given us an identity. It (COGIC) 


represents Pentecost and stability in the church.” 


Karen Clark Sheard on diversity in gospel music: “I am pleased 
with how gospel has made a turn to appeal to a larger market of 
people. Gospel was traditional. Now we have rap gospel, hip hop 
gospel, jazz gospel, and contemporary gospel. And it’s good there 
is a difference in the taste of gospel music. We (Clark Sisters) can 
appeal to the young and the old. God has given us the gift to 
know how to change with gospel music. The Baptists and the 
AME'’s reach out to us and say ‘we remember your mother.’ | 


look at that as a blessing that they remember my mother.” @ 
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Children were blessed with Card Sie 
Christmas in November j 


Pastor John W. Penton, 
Chairman of COGIC Charities passes out goods 


Superintendent Brandon B. Porter is a visionary worker The persons attending were given food, clothing, and 
with a sense of mission and purpose. The 100 th Holy toys for the children. The Church Of God In Christ is 
Convocation was as charitable as ever. The COGIC definitely involved in social responses to the needy but 
Charities funded the event declared to be Christmas in very well understands that souls must be saved. 
November. 
With joy and not judgement, the Saints 

sang together, and prayed for others, and me es 
provided Christian and social witness. 


Under the big tent Pastor Porter and 
groups of workers from around the coun- 
try greeted the impoverished people of 
the metropolitan Memphis area. The old 


Bishop Blake is very acquainted with 
saying, “But for the grace of God, Go I’, 


hunger and needs that children of the world 
is well appreciated by those who offered have. His Save Africa’s Children is a 
the attendees support. Matthew 25 :30 successful international relief program. 
states that Jesus placed a premium upon Christmas in November brings the 
the support of the poor. He told his disciples that situation home. The Saints paid $150.00 per ticket to 
visitation, nurture, and answering the material needs of attend the banquet fund raiser. Those who have, know the 
the poor is a very spiritual pursuit. privilege to give will only make the responder better. Pastor 
Porter is a prime example of a liberal heart who enjoys 
God's blessings, but never forgets those with needs. © 


an 
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DRUGPLACE* 


Community Outreach Pharmacy Program 


At DrugPlace we offer a number of free online 
services so you can spend your free time 
doing...whatever. Listed are some of the services 
we offer: 


* Drugplace is a toll-free and online mail-order 
pharmacy that provides discount prices for name 
brand and generic prescription medications. 


* Everyone is welcome in DrugPlace’s Community 
‘Outreach Pharmacy Program. 


Delivery is at NO CHARGE 


DrugPlace carries a full line of vitamins, diabetic 
and respiratory medications, as well as pet 
medications 


Call DrugPlace today and compare your 
pharmaceutical insurance co-pay. There is a great 
value in buying a 3 month supply at a time. 


Never more than $20.00 on one month’s supply 
of a generic prescription medication in 
DrugPlace’s Generic Formulary Drug Program 


DrugPlace’s frienly and knowledgeable 
representatives are available to take calls and 
orders 24 Hours a day, 7 Days a Week. 


Call us toll free at 1.800.881.6325 


Not all drugs are covered in our Formulary Plan 


Evanston, Illinois Celebration of 
“Bishop Carlis L. Moody Weekend” 


Evanston, IL - On October 18, 2007 a banquet was held in 
honor of Bishop C.L. Moody, Sr. for 50 years in the ministry. 
Bishop Moody was a young man of 21 when he established Faith 
Temple Church Of God In Christ in a house where his wife 
Mother Mary Moody and six members warmed themselves with 
a wood burning stove. “When we started, we just wanted to have 
a church,” he said and added “from that we started thinking 
about what we can do here.” From that humble beginning 
Bishop Moody's ministry has expanded to over 18 ministries 
which serve Faith Temple’s 200 families as well as the larger 
community. 


In her proclamation, Mayor Lorraine H. Martin noted that 
“Bishop Moody’s ministry was instrumental in changing the lives 
of men and women through the Drug Rehabilitation Center in 
Evanston and Chicago.” Other well wishers such as Presidential 
hopeful and Illinois Senator Barack Obama extended greetings to 
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the man who expanded his service to include building churches 
and supporting humanitarian efforts in the role of International 
Missions Department President. 


He is a humble man loved by people all over the world for his 
commitment to God and to serving God’s people. 


Youth Department To Introduce Innovative Class 
in 2008 AIM Convention 


Dearborn, MI - There is good news in the culture war: African 
Americans ages 15 to 19 experienced the steepest decline in birth 
rates-42 percent-from 118 per 1,000 women in 1991 to 68 in 
2002. Among African Americans ages 15 to 17, birth rates 
dropped by 52 percent between 1991 and 2002. But for those 
who are responding positively to the responsibility they have 
chosen, a new class, “Single Parenting with Purpose,” will be 
introduced in the 2008 AIM Convention. International Youth 
Department President Michael E. Hill urges those ministering to 


single parents as well as those who are single parents to attend 
these informative sessions. 


“We might as well stop shouting and speaking with tongues and 
deal with [the reality that some of our youth will have children 
before they are married.] After we forgive them and help them, 
we need to teach them,” he said. Kennisha Johnson from Omaha, 
NE will facilitate the classes which will include representatives of 
state and local governments who will connect to direct the single 
parents where they can go for assistance. For further information, 


please contact Elder Michael E. Hill, Sr. at 248.910.8694. 
North Carolina Church Hosts Judah Jam 


Raleigh, NC - Judah Jam 2007: A Worship Experience Have 
you ever had the chance of walking into a sanctuary experiencing 
a worship service, filled with young people giving praises to God? 
Hands are lifted, tears are flowing out of their eyes, and 
“Hallelujah,” is the expression of praise flowing out of their 
mouths. This kind of moment was experience in the Upper 
Room Church Of God In Christ, in Raleigh NC. Judah Jam 
2007 at the Upper Room Church Of God In Christ gave 700 to 
1000 youth and youth leaders the opportunity to experience His 
presence. 


Judah Jam blasted off with praise and worship from the Upper 
Room youth praise team. Young people surrounded the altar 
swaying to the rhythm and lifting up their hands to the latest 
contemporary gospel music the praise team delivered through 
songs. Each song delivered a radiant presence of God’s anointing. 
Line of Fire, a local dance team, presented a variation of choreo- 
graphed dance movements. The young people were immediately 
drawn with enthusiasm from the performance. A group of local 
college students, Divine Unity, put on a thriving singing concert 
for the young people. Later throughout the night, the Youth 
Pastor of the Upper Room COGIC delivered an anointed word 
coming from Jude 21, “I’m coming out of the Fire!” A specific 
point from the sermon was telling young people they must listen 
to their conscience. The conscience will tell a person if they are 
doing right or wrong. The Youth Pastor stated, “What is your 
conscience screaming at you, telling you what not to do?” This 
powerful, emotional, and effective message led many youth 
to surround the altar. Youth were in the presence of God repent- 
ing and crying out to Jesus Christ. Sixteen young people received 
salvation. Submitted By: Tracie L. Alston: The Upper Room 
COGIC 


Texas Northeast First Jurisdiction 


Youth Department Welcome Troops 


DFW, TX - Stating that he wanted youth to “appreciate the 
freedoms that U.S. troops are fighting to maintain,” Texas 


Northeast YPWW President Andrew Jackson (Pastor of the West 
Irving COGIC, www.westirvingchurch.org) assembled a large 
constituency of his State YPWW Department at the DFW 


International Airport to welcome troops home from Iraq on 
October 20, 2007. 


The troops arrived for two weeks for R&R. Elder Jackson says it 
does not matter if an individual supports the war in Iraq or not 
but explained that “The battle worn soldiers.. need to see smiling 
faces” upon their return. The 135 soldiers arriving at Terminal B 
seemed to agree as they read the handmade signs and shook 
hands with the youth. 


Along with Elder Jackson Texas Northeast Jurisdictional 
Supervisor Freddye Carter, West Irving COGIC First Lady 
Sandra Jackson, Jurisdictional Minister of Music Janice Craig 
and other adults accompanied the youth. Elder Jackson is well 
known at DFW International Airport where he retired as 
regional manager of Delta's Airlines Crown Rooms in DFW, 
Memphis, Cincinnati, and New York. He is also a board member 
of the DFW Interfaith Chaplaincy program. Texas Northeast 
First is led by the honorable Bishop J. Neaul Haynes. 


Attorney Provides Pro Bono Legal Work 


Baltimore, MD - Last fall, Dr. Tony Torrain and the Good 
Shepherd COGIC in Baltimore launched The Guiding Light, a 
pro bono legal clinic which provides free legal advice to the local 
community. Good Shepherd member Mishonda M. Baldwin, 
Esq., Assistant State Attorney of Anne Arundel County, 


Maryland, heads this ministry. “It’s a privilege to be able to use 
God’s gift to bless God’s people,” she said. 


Attorney Baldwin uses her status as a single saint to involve 
herself in a myriad of activities she feels pleases God as she 
attempts to serve humanity. As the only African American 
candidate running in the 2006 United States 3rd Congressional 
District of Maryland race, she laid the groundwork for future 
campaigns while upholding her integrity as a sanctified witness in 
the political arena. Additionally, she travels to the Dominican 
Republic in January to do ministry with the Deaf Culture, a 
requirement for her Master’s of Divinity from Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington D.C. “I’m excited to spread 
God’s word and to be able to impact both the deaf and Spanish 


culture,” she explained. 


For information on starting a legal aid clinic, call Good Shepherd 
at 410.525.0671. Good Shepherd is part of the Greater 
Maryland Jurisdiction under the leadership of COGIC General 
Secretary and Bishop Designate Joel Lyles. 


(story continued on page 43.) 
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The law demands that organizations maintain a sense of trust 
with the current and future generations. The Church Of God In 
Christ, Inc., is no different when it comes to oversight of 
properties, resources, and budgets. In the life of the Church, 
there have been many Trustee Boards that have worked to pre- 
serve the Church’s holdings for future generations. There is quite 
possibly no more a distinguished and hard working group as this 
current board. Board Chairman, Bishop Charles Ford is a retired 
long term city department administrator from Chicago, Illinois. 
He would be the first to inform our readers that glamor and being 
highly profiled is not the essence of their calling. Trustee Board 


membership is hard work! 


At the past Centennial Holy Convocation, the Board made its 
scheduled report before the General Assembly. For many people, 
the reading of the record of activities and maintenance of 
properties is boring, but those who work within the life of the 
organization know the value of the bottom line. To maintain a 
bottom line of healthy black ink, the Trustee Board members 
work extremely hard. After so long a time its seems a thankless 
task only guaranteed to bring one under the scrutiny of one’s 
peers. Bishop Ford comments, “Many of our Church’s most 
distinguished leaders served as Trustee Board Members. Election 


~ to the Board has proven a great place to prove one’s love for the 


@hureh, 


wig M. Ford, Chairman of Trustee 


| leads successfully 
i 


During the often dull and business like presentations before the 
General Assembly the delegates seemingly sleep. There are major 
dollars, important policies and budgets being sanctioned. The 
Board has recently secured tax exemption status for the bulk of 
our Church’s downtown holdings. They negotiated a transfer of 
additional acreage to the Lexington Mississippi holdings, securing 
new lease agreements, and have been instrumental in the 
development of our International Headquarters properties. 
During good and lean times the Trustees have worked to keep the 
business of the Church Of God In Christ positive. Bishop Ford 


is proud of this current Board’s tenure. 


Who are these people? Historically, some of our Church's 
greatest leaders have served on the Trustee Board. Whether 
appreciated or not the reality is that budgets, implemented 
policies and oversight of management are critical to 
organizational success. For the record, the elected Trustee Board 
is composed of Bishop Charles Mason Ford, Chairman, 
Superintendent Dwight E. Walls, Sr., First Vice Chairman, 
Superintendent McLendon Winbush, Sr., Second Vice 
Chairman, Bishop William T. Cahoon, Supervisor Frances 
Curtis, Bishop Dwight Green, Deacon Walter Jones, Missionary 
Sylvia Law, Supervisor Mildred Linzy, Missionary Georgia Lowe, 
Elder C.H. Mason Patterson, Sr., Elder Josephus Shepherd, and 
Superintendent Frank White. @ 


(story continued from page 41.) 


New Poetry from Jehmaine M. Edwards 


Govan, SC - In his new book of poetry, Expressions of 
Thoughts, 24 year old Jehmaine Edwards has a lot to say. It may 
not be Rita Dove, but if you like to feel emotion that reaches out 
and grabs you, you'll want to read this young man’s book. 
Jehmaine says he and his twin were born “water head babies” and 
were placed with wonderful foster parents, Ciem and Dr. Samella 
Edwards. The Edwards’ eventually adopted them and later 
adopted another child who had been abandoned by his mother, 
making their large family total ten children. Jehmaine and his 
brother had several disabilities but it didn’t seemed to matter to 
their mom and dad. The results of his struggles make for some 


hard hitting verse at times, while others such as “How Can I 


Smile” resonates with a longing only Christ can comfort. Contact 


Jehmaine at 803.368.3065. The Official web-site of the Office 


~ @ of the Presiding Bishop of 
Information on Foreign Missionary Workers The Church Of God In Christ. 


la Goodson is seeking te binalton., on the wie of early 
: worke d in el 1 missions. If you have oral 


New and Streaming Video 
Announcements 
Theological Perspectives 
Prayer & Devotionals 
Online Office 

- Staff Directory 
A - Calendar 
decoclonek LCon@. = - Contact Us 
. - Networking 
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As they marched into Cook Convention Center on Friday, 
November 9, 2007, the auditorium overflowed with ladies from 
every corner of the globe, dressed in white or their auxiliary 


colors, excited to participate in the historic Women’s Day service 


of the 100th Year Holy Convocation of the 
Church Of God In Christ. Over 100 years 
ago, other ladies gathered with the brethren 
to establish a church based on the doctrine 
of sanctification and holiness. Building 
upon the convocation theme the Women’s 
Day focus was “Endeavoring to Declare 
God’s Power and Blessing to the Next 
Generation (Isaiah 59:21, II Timothy 1:5-6, 
Titus 2:3-5). Following the lead of 
International Marshall Supervisor Barbara 
McCoo Lewis and her able Assistant 
Marshall, Dr. Juliet White, these women 
were ready to focus on celebration and 
service as the sainted mothers of previous 


generations. 


Many of the women, dubbed holy rollers by some, served the 


Mother Willie Mae Rivers 


Lord in their generation and laid the foundation for the millions 
of women who make up the COGIC’s female constituency of the 
21st century. In the ensuing years after the historic 1907 meeting, 


names like Mother Lizzie Robinson, Overseer of Women, 


Mother Lillian Brooks-Coffey, Mother Eula 
Dabney and Dr. Arenia Mallory were 
identified by their strategies of progress, 
careful organization and implementation of 
major financial drives to undergird the work 
of the Church. Other U.S. leaders includ- 
ing Dr. Anna Crockett Ford, Mother 
Barbara Whitehead, Mother Deborah 
Mason Patterson, Prophetess Elsie Shaw, 
Mother Albertha McKenzie, and Mother 
Leila Mason Byas were among them that 
were added. Those working in fields 
outside the U.S. could recall the lives and 


work of women such as Mother Mary 


McClahin (established the first Church Of 


God In Christ in Britain in 1947 and sixty years later her 


daughter, England Supervisor Mary Reynolds brought 42 dele- 


gates to the 100th year celebration). Other women sent by the 


church to establish missions, schools and hospitals included 
Mothers Elizabeth White (established the first COGIC in Africa 
in 1925), Arizona Draines (Hawaii), Dorothy Webster Exume 
(Haiti), Willie Curtis Ragland and Beatrice Lott (Africa) Pearl 
Page Brown (27 countries), Katie Frazier (Bahamas) and on the 
foreign missions home front Mothers Ida Baker and Elsie 


Mason. 


Since 1997, a woman known for 
peace and stability, has led the 
women of the Church Of God In 
Christ: Mother Willie Mae Rivers. 
Whereas The Whole Truth has can- 
vassed women attending from 
other prominent denominations, 
all point out that with Mother 


Rivers leading the Women’s Day 


# 
sf 


services they receive valuable infor- 
mation to utilize through their training sessions upon their 
return home. To begin this historic Women’s Day, a stalwart 
pioneer, Mother Gertrude Young, 
Chairperson of the National 


Executive Board was chosen as 


the Bishop G.E. Patterson 
Morning Manna messenger. Her 
voice was strong as_ she 


proclaimed the message with 


anointing and strength. 


The service transitioned with a 
spirited period of praise and 
thanksgiving before the necrology was given followed by 
congregational singing and the ministry of music under the able 
leadership of Dr. Bettye Nelson and Professor Iris Stevenson. 
The ministry of giving was conducted by Supervisor Maria 
Gardner along with Financiers Mother Olive Brown and Mother 
Stella Watson. 
theme with a special presentation by Missionary Rochelle H. 
Robbins, who offered an excellent tribute on behalf of Mother 


Dynamic women spoke on the convocation 


Rivers’ “specials,” those young women 49 and under. 


Nineteen women were elevated to the sacred office of 
Jurisdictional Supervisor in a colorful installation service 
conducted by Mother Rivers and the Examination Board. The 


mothers appointed in this 100th year were: Supervisor Katie S. 


Lovely First Ladies 


Allen (Bishop Benjamin J. Ravenel, Sr. — Pennsylvania Commonwealth); 
Blackshear (Bishop Jeffrey L. 
Melvin—Republic of Rwanda); Supervisor Cecille R. Collins 
(Bishop Julian C. Jackson—Florida Southern); Supervisor 
Magdalene Gaskins (Bishop Frederick D. Kelley—Malawi Central 
Africa); Supervisor Barbara Gillespie -Washington (Bishop W.F. 


Supervisor Frances 


Newborn Illinois Central); Supervisor Anita L. Hollis (Bishop 


Alfred M. Smith—Michigan Great 
Lakes Second); Supervisor JoAnne 
Hooks (Bishop Roy E. Dixon — 
Fourth); 
Supervisor Annette James (Bishop 
H. Joseph Griffith—Trinidad & 
Tobago); Supervisor Princeola H. 
Jones (Bishop Ronald J. Hoston — 
New York Central); Supervisor 
Deborah R. Kitchen (Bishop 
Curley C. Guidry, Sr. -New Jersey 


Southern); Supervisor Yvonne Coleman Lewis (Bishop Roger L. 


California Southern 


Jones, Sr—Michigan Southeast); Supervisor Gloria J. Lynch 
(Bishop George D. McKinney — 


California Southern Second); 


Supervisor Sharon Manning 
(Bishop T. Walter Plummer — 
Connecticut Southern, New 
England); Supervisor Lena 


McClain (Bishop Rufus Kyles, Jr. 
— Texas Southeast First); Supervisor 
Lucy Sanders (Bishop Larry L. 
Shaw —Georgia Southern First); 
Supervisor Nancy E Sanford 
(Bishop Alfred D. Knight, Jr. -Michigan Northwestern Harvest); 
Supervisor Carolyn Smith (Bishop Bobby R. Allen—Utah); 
Supervisor Gail Smith (Bishop Roderick U. Wilson—Nova 
Scotia/Maritimes); and Supervisor Cleo Willis (Bishop Lorenzo L. 
Kelley—South Dakota). Additionally, Mother Rivers also appoint- 
ed seven Assistant Jurisdictional Supervisors and National 
Evangelists. Many first time attendees, including Sister Peggy 
Fields of Foremen, Arkansas were overjoyed to be in the midst of 


the saints. “I’ve been enjoying everything!” she exclaimed. 


Presiding Bishop Charles Blake took time from his arduous 
convention scheduled to stop by the Women’s Day Service, and 
commended Mother Rivers and the Department of Women for 


their work in the ministry. With warmth and grace, the 
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Leadership 
Conference 


January 21-24, 2008 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Contact: 
866. 522.1331 


Pastors & Elders 
Conference 


August 26-28, 2008 
Chicago, Illinois 


Contact: 
407.226.3505 ext.110 


www.cogicpastorsandelders.org 


Annual Spring 
Call Meeting 


April 7-8, 2008 
Memphis, Tennessee 


Men's 
Conference 


May 1-3, 2008 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Contact: 
866. 522.1331 


www.cogicpastorsandelders.org 


Contact: 
414.760.1067 


www.memperfectingmencogic.org 


Founder's 
Day 


September 8, 2008 


Bishop's 
Conference 


September 15-18, 2008 
Chicago, Illinois 


Contact: 
313.345.8633 


Int! Women's 
Convention 


May 26-30, 2008 
Kansas City, Missouri 


Contact: 
901.775.0600 


st Holy 
Convocation 


November 3-10, 2008 


Contact: 
866. 522.1331 


(Auxiliaries In Ministry) 


June 3-July 4, 2008 
Detroit, Michigan 


Contact: 
510.783.2202 


General 
Assembly Session 


November 10-11, 2008 
Memphis, Tennessee 


beautiful First Lady of the Church of God in Christ, Mrs. Mae 
Blake also greeted the saints. The women shouted and praised 
God for a glorious past and with adoration worshiped Him in 
anticipation of a promising future! Then the air of expectancy 
was rewarded as the saints awaited the 
annual message from the leader of the 
largest Pentecostal body in the United 
States, her grace Mother Willie Mae 
Rivers. Mother Rivers has restored the 
evangelistic fervor of the pioneer 
her 


bolstered the female constituency to 


mothers and message 
hold on to the foundation of holiness 
during this 21st century and cautioned 
“don't let your today destroy your 
tomorrow... [there is] no other way 
but holiness.” Mother Rivers’ heart, as 
she leads the women of the Church Of God In Christ, is filled 
with a love for God. Unapologetic about promoting the stan- 


dards she was taught, she appealed to all women to “always strive 


to live a life of holiness.” 


During the evening session Ms. Angie Rivers, Public Relations 


Coordinator presented the Kansas City Convention & Visitors 


Bureau, representative Kim Dooley, and host Bishop Wellington 

B. Henderson, Missouri Western Second on behalf of the upcom- 

ing 58th Women’s International Convention. As his voice filled 

with emotion, Bishop Henderson stated “as a boy from Arkansas” 
he never dreamed he would serve as a 
bishop in the Church Of God In 
Christ and appreciated Mother Rivers 
his Jurisdiction host the WIC. Bishop 
Henderson then presented the Co- 
Host & Supporting Jurisdictions. 
Mother Rivers would love to have an 
overflow of women come to Kansas 
City as registered Red Card delegates. 
For more information please visit our 
website at: 


cogicwomensdepartment.com 


The Women’s Day services of the Convocation are always spirit 
filled and exciting. Looking down the line, the 100th Centennial 
of the Church Of God In Christ Women’s Day attendees added 
another chapter for the women of the future to Celebrate a 
Glorious Past and Embrace a Promising Future! @ 


okstore 
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The Bishop Gilbert Earl Patterson Memorial Library of the All 
Saints Bible College, (C.O.G.I.C., Inc.) was dedicated during the 
100th Centennial Holy Convocation on Wednesday, November 7, 
2007 at three o'clock. This event was held at the 
historical Mason Temple C.O.G.I.C. in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
ceremony opened with a musical prelude rendition of “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” with the entrance of Mrs. Louise Dowdy Patterson, Mother 
Lee Ella Smith, Missionary Mary Hawkins, and 
Evangelist Missionary Barbara Davis; the sisters of 
the late Bishop G. E. Patterson. The processional 
included the Presiding Bishop of C.O.G.I.C., 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Honorable W. W. 
Herenton, Mayor of Memphis, Tennessee and the 
Honorable A. C. Wharton, Shelby County, 
Tennessee Mayor, the General Board of the 
Church of God in Christ, Bishop Charles Brown, 
Chief Operating Officer, Bishop Jerry Maynard, 
Prelate of Tennessee Fourth, Dr. Perry C. Little, 
President of All Saints Bible College and the Board 
of the Directors of All Saints Bible College. The 
moderator was Bishop Malcolm Coby, the 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of All Saints Bible College. 
Invocation was done by the Bishop P. A. Brooks, a member of the 
General Board of the Church of God in Christ. The Old 
Testament Scripture, Nehemiah 8:5-6 was read by Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Brown. The New Testament Scripture, Luke 4:17-20 
was read by Bishop Jerry L. Maynard, Prelate of Tennessee Fourth 
Jurisdiction. The congregational hymn was “Bless the Lord, O My 
Soul.” The greeting was done by the Dr. Mary T. Maynard, Board 
Member of All Saints Bible College. Expressions were given by 
Mother Lee Ella Smith, Evangelist Barbara Davis and Mrs. Louise 
Patterson, former First Lady of the Church Of God In Christ. 
Mrs. Patterson stated that she and Bishop Patterson started giving 
educational scholarships to members of their congregation, 
Bountiful Blessing Ministries Temple of Deliverance C.O.G.L.C. at 


the inception of the ministry and continued to do so throughout 


his lifetime. Professor Iris Stevenson and the Church Of God In 


Christ Chorale rendered another spiritual musical selection. 


The Late Bishop G.E. Patterson 


op Uk. Patterson 


Expressions were given by the Honorable W. W. Herenton, Mayor 
of Memphis, Honorable A. C. Wharton, Mayor of Shelby County, 
and Dr. Perry C. Little, President of All Saints Bible College. 
Bishop P. A. Brooks introduced the Chancellor of All Saints Bible 
College, the Presiding Bishop, Charles E. Blake. Bishop Blake gave 
remarks in honor of the dedicating of the library to Bishop 
Patterson. Another musical rendition was performed again by 
Professor Iris Stevenson and the Church Of God 
In Christ Chorale. The dedication ceremony of 
the Bishop G. E. Patterson Memorial Library was 
performed by Bishop Earl J. Wright, General 
Board Member of the Church of God in Christ, 
with a musical rendition of the “Alma Mater” of 
All Saints Bible College. The Presidium of the 
Church Of God In Christ, the President of All 
Saints Bible College, the Board Members of All 
Saints Bible College, Mrs. Louise Patterson and 
the Patterson Family were escorted to the top foyer 
of Mason Temple where the Unveiling Ceremony 
of the Library was viewed simulcast by the audi- 
ence. The prayer dedication by Bishop W. W. 
Hamilton was followed by the unveiling of the sig- 
nage. Dr. Perry C. Little presented beautiful floral arrangements to 
Mrs. Louise Patterson and the sisters of Bishop Patterson; Mrs. Lee 
Ella Smith, Mrs. Mary Hawkins and Mrs. Barbara Davis. Mrs. 
Patterson and the Patterson Family were overwhelmed and grateful 
by the naming of the library in honor of Bishop G. E. Patterson. 
The honored guests and special friends toured the library and were 
later escorted to the classrooms where a catered reception for all the 
guests attending the Dedication Ceremony of the Bishop G. E. 
Patterson Library had been prepared. The Bishop G. E. Patterson 
Library consists of 44,000 volumes of library books which is an 
integral part of the accreditation process of the All Saints Bible 
College. Bishop G. E. Patterson made the purchase of new library 
books possible during the fall of 2006 by allocating funds to 
refurbish the All Saints Bible College library. © 


BISHOP HAYNES 

“Vivian and | are excited about the 
prescription drug program...Penn Life 
has given us an opportunity to help 
service our senior citizens through 
affordable prescription drug plans along 
with providing a financial benefit 

to our local churches and community.” 


BISHOP WELLS 


effective ministry.” 


THE CoGic DEBIT CARD PROGRAM 
Part D Medicare Prescription Drug Program 


“Sister Wells and | emphatically endorse 
the partnership between CogicCard Inc. 
with Penn Life Insurance. This will save 
our members thousands of dollars in 
out-of-pocket medical expenses and will 
also create a revenue stream for our local 
churches, as well as our national church; 
thus, empowering us to produce a more 


The CogicCard Program is helping to educate our churches and 
communities by providing a service to our senior citizens looking 
for health care. The cost of prescription drugs has become so 
expensive that the federal government created a program called 
“Part D Medicare’ a Prescription Drug Program for all Seniors, 65 
years of age or older who are eligible for Medicare A and B. This 
program was designed to meet the needs of seniors in our country. 


. Many of us are affiliated with Senior 
lealth Care Program Agencies which will 


church will receive 
Citizen Homes and Horr 
give us an opportu 
The CogicCard Program ~ 


Unifying our church financially through products and services. / 


Read Bishop NcKinney’s exciting new 
hook and discover tangible solutions to 
the ills that plague our American Society 


60 years of commitment to huma 


Ce 


"THE NEW SLAVEMASTERS" 


In The New Slavemasters , Bishop 


McKinney asks the question: Are we 


really free at last? In his 224-page 
response, the "new slavemasters" 
become a powerful metaphor for the 
contemporary African-American struggle, 


as well as seemingly insurmountable 


cycles of destructive behavior that have 
enslaved people of all walks. The new 
slavemasters are drugs, materialism, 
racism, teen pregnancy, rage, gangs, 
pornography, instant gratification, and 
sexual promiscuity, among others. 


ty 


& 
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CONSULTING NET 


www.ststephenscogic.org 


nity through total faith in God 


other senior citizens in our community. 


 Toenroll: 1-888-RX-PARTD 
How the local churches benefit: 1-888-RX-COGIC 
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Bishop Robert Asberry 


Elder Larry Kendrick 4 : 
Dr. Quentin Robertson 
Dr. Goldie Wells 


Instructors of All Saints Bible College 


Perry Little Dr. Granville Scruggs 

Maurice Chandler Dr. David Hall, Sr. 

Tyra Watts Dr. William Young 
Ms. Peggy Harris Ms. Sarah Gooch 
Mrs. Mary Maclin Mrs. Davina K. Smith 
Mrs. Mardest VanHooks Mts. Patricia Glasper 


Mr. Ikechukwu Ugo Elder David Hall, Jr. 
Mrs. Sharon Martin 


Staff of All Saints Bible College 


Ms. Sherilyn Chandler Ms. Thelma Chandler 


Mrs. Ormella Munn Ms. Connie Neal 


Mrs. Carol Washington Mrs. Sharon Woods 


All Saints Bible College Student Government 


Almedia Burgess, President 
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John Wheeler, Financial Secretary 
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Dietary Supplement 


AComplete, H/ GH POTENCY 
Muttivitam 


First Assistant Presiding 
: Bishop P.A. Brooks 


Presiding Bishop Charles Blake 
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Two Powerful Books On Sale Now! 


By Bishop Martin Luther Johnson 


oney The Road We ve Trod 


Convinced that the final chapter about the life of David Walker had not been writ- 
ten, Dr. Johnson presents a constructive and provocative approach to the life and 
struggles of this man. His approach gets to the core of American racism and pres- 


ents a challenge to future generations to pursue clarifications of, and answers to, 
the inconsistency between enslavement by white Americans and Christianity’s mes- 
sage of Jesus Christ. Deeply rooted in this book is the urging to re-read Black his- 
tory specifically, and American history in general, in an effort to arrive at a point 
of creative and positive dialogue. Because theological themes of racism, liberation, 
and social justice are pervading focusses of the work, one must get in touch with 
the Jesus of History in order to get a better grasp of the Christ of Faith. One must 
come to grips with who Jesus is and experience a deeper undergirding of the reali- 
ty of Him in order to understand the meaning and purpose of total and complete 
liberation. Jesus Christ is tantamount to liberation and reconciliation of persons, 
but total reconciliation is predicated upon repentance of the persons, systems, and 
institutions responsible for the original alienation. 


Theological Approaches To Pastoral Care 


Confident that a key ingredient in the pastoral counseling and pastoral care pro- 
fession is hearing what is said both verbally and non-verbally, Dr. Johnson pres- 
ents an innovative and constructive approach to counseling. His is an approach 
that is provocative, insightful, and holds new challenges and support to caregivers. 
Pastoral care is a person-centered, holistic approach to care that complements the 
care offered by other helping disciplines, while paying particular attention to spir- 
itual care. The focus of pastoral care is upon the healing, guiding, supporting, rec- 
onciling, nurturing, liberating, and empowering of people in whatever situation 
they find themselves. 


Martin Luther Johnson is the Jurisdictional Prelate of the First Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God In Christ, New Jersey, and a retired Colonel from the 
United States Army. He is a graduate of Palm Beach Atlantic University; The 
Interdenominational Theological Center; The University of Central Texas; New 
York University, where he completed the course work for the Doctor of 
Philosophy Degree in Religious Education (ABD); the United States Basic Course 
and the Advanced Course; the Command and General College; and The 
International Seminary (Ph.D.). 
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urchase your keepsake card and begin using it today! 


This card is issued by Metabank. In accordance with the USA Patriot Act, Federal law requires all financial institutions to obtain, verify, and record information that 
identifies each individual applying for an account. When you apply, you will be asked to provide personal information including your name, address, date of birth, 
SSN and other information which will allow us to identify you. We will then verify this information with the appropriate sources before opening your account. 
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